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Moſt Humble of all Chriſtian Prelates. 


GRACEFUL LORD! 


JHE Port of Rowst's affectd- 
dioon of humility conſiſts in his 


calling himſclf, Servus ſervo- 
rum Dei, „The ſervant of the ler- 
« yants of God.“ 

But how much does that fall "Rap 
of your late diſplay of mild abjection 
in {weetening and abetting a certain 
writer? It is to the full as manifeſt a 
A 4 ſign 


w DEDICATION. 
ſign of Chriſtian meekneſs, as if the 


author of Mosts' Divine Legation were 
to timorouſly crouch before, and 
the friendſhip of the book-wright ot 
SHANDY s Obſcene Legation ! 
The former great perſonage, if we 
believe Eſtimate e, of flaſhy and 
pert reputation, ſtrides like a Coloſſus 
over the human race, mere py gmies in 
underſtanding, when put in competi- 
tion with him; whoſe Goliab learning 
is indeed acknowledged to be huge, 
monſtrous, and unwieldy. _ 
But ſhould the ſons and daughters 
of common mortality, as they err 
ſiwely pals under the high-vaulted arch, 
and between the ſupporting columns 
of this towering Colaſſus (as the Lilli- 
putians did in regard to Gulliver) not 
be able to diſcover, thro' any gaping 
chaſm of the fable and reverend tegu- 
ments of his dignified Vates, canoni- 
cal protuberances of requiſite and lau- 


dable dimenſions, it would make the 


males ſncer, and the females flour. 


DEDICATION. rv 


It is to be hoped, good Lord, that 
you will not look upon this as inde- 
licate imagery, becauſe it is nearly 
a-kin to that of your ſo much ad- 
mired author. Moreover, the Pop E, 
whom you are not averſe from imi- 
rating in one article, to wit, to be Lord 
Paramount among the Spirituals, and 
Diclator of the church, is obliged to 
undergo a tripoclial probation, in order 
to give zefticular proots of his being 
duly qualified, pro virilt parte, to fill 
the chair of Sr. Pt res. 

By fo decent and pious a proceſs 
(for which chaſte office Trx1sTRAM, 
were he a Popith prieſt, might claim 
a preference) the ſacred concave meat 
manfully to prevent any ſurpriſe of the 
chair's being ever e- V again. 

Should this Dedication, dey ond of 
flattery, move your mitred anger in 
the leaſt (but you are too great a phi- 
loſopher, too exalted a Chriſtian, and 
too learned a 8 to be liable to 


the 


V1 JICATION. 


the vulgar feclings of humanity !) we 
conclude with the Words of Triſtram, 
« Kerr YOUR TEMPER; and are, 


Mr Loxp, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt, &c. 
And very, &c. &c. &c. 


PREFACE. 


HE drift of all Authors is, or ought to 
be, either to uſefully inſtruct, or inno- 
cently amuſe. In the works 5 of the one 

and the other a plan is to be laid, and ſome 
main point had in view throughout the per- 
formance. 

Where PF and met had are neglefed, be 
the manner of writing ever #5 ſprightly and 
elegant, the whole turns out but a mere Wwild- 
gooſe chace, that tends only 1% be wtlder, but 
condutts to no profitable end: it is an ignis fa- 
tuus, whoſe twinkling leads us aſtray, but yields 
no ſerviceable light. 

To this dedtrine ſome people will perhaps ab- 
ject; Is then ſuch Atrict regard to plan and mo- 
thod to be required from "the hands of mercy 
Bumorcus authors ? No, ſurely. 

e have never read any of the truly excet- 
lent humoriſts that neglected iu: Switt's face 
tous works are a flrong prog, of what Ie Have 
advanced : be has a 1 me great point in 


V dier ©, 

Conſult his Tale of a Tub: e with what 
art be ſteals you along: how complete, abpofite 
and inſt: uctive are his di, or 5 ns 1 net lite tbe 
the late fumſy imitations of them. | 


vii PREFACE. 


What a command muſt that great man bave 
bad over himſelf, never to be tempted by the 
exceſſive applauſe that work received, not only 
in Engl, 1; but through Europe, ta own it. 
He did not chooſe to be peſtered with the com- 
hlirzents of the filly and the idle; nor to run 
big from tea- -table to tea-table, and cry, 
7. cerful authgr---there are 
aug may that remain 


so ᷣ ol WT, 7 Kingdoms. 

Fd Rt. bi n '..ce about {ehrcb 
. the portrait- 
painters in t5 un, Va. | 6 ging t5 have bis 


mazard multiplicd. 

The hue and cry was ra ed by 1 drgni- 
tariet, and the miſtakenly pious of the laity, 
againſt the inimitable author of The Tale of a 

Tub. The now tagger of a really contemptible 


farrago has met with a profufion and wanton- 


neſs if ſucceſs (a diſcouragement to real merit } 
from church dignitaries and noble peers. | 

Wherefore, to expoſe ſuch Pſeudo- Mecenaſes, 
oy laying open the Turpitude of their admired 


book, is the ſcheme propoſed by the writers of 


this pamphlet, and the diftate of a juſt indig- 
nation for what wwe and gur brethren 755 chicks 
matters ſuffer through the heretical and damna— 
ble Opintons of TRISTRAM SHANDY. 
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Clockmakers Outcry. 


HE injured have a right to com- 
plain, and to expoſe either the 
wantonneſs or concealed wick— 
edneſs of thoſe who have baſ-ly 


done them wrong. 


Wickednets exerts ittſelf in 2 two-thid 


manner; the one leſs, the other more 


formidable: the one leſs to, is Wien it 


appears bare-faced, and manifeiting its 


ſiniſter diſpoſitions, alarms and puts all 
it approaches on their guard againſt. any 
attack from its ferocity : the mort 0, 15 


when under an affected maſi; of foliy or 


inſanity of mind, and as it were in a 
frolickſome mood, it enfcavours to ſap, 
3 under- 


10 } 


undermine, and blow up all that is ſacred 
in our moral, religious, and political ſyſ- 
tem. 

That the latter is the light in which 
this forerunner of Antichrijt (pray heaven 
that he may not be the real one, of which 
there is not a little room to ſuſpect when 
we contemplate his figure, and penetrate 
into his real ſentiments!) the pernicious 
author of Tue LIFE AN D Opinioxs or 
TRISTRAM SHANDY, GENT. is to be 
looked at with horror and deteſtation ; 
will appear from our ſubſequent remarks : 
which with a heart full of forrow, and in 
the midſt of the ſighs and lamentations of 
our trade, we here pen down for publi- 
cation; in order to lay our undcefſervel 
grievances and crucl perſecution before the 
world in hopes of tome redreſs. Other- 
wiſe we and our miſerable families are 
entirely devoted to ruin, and mult con- 
ſequently become a burden to the com- 
munity. ; 

But now to begin, and follow this in- 
fernal emitiiry (that has aflumed a hu- 
man form) in all his abominable yagaries— 


Inſtead 


| 1 
Inſtead of 2 modeſt clergyman of our 
eſtabliſhed church, he begins rather like 
one of Priapus' lecherous prieſts in Pagan 
times, by exhibiting to all chaſte as well 
as unchaſte readers, into whote hands his 
diabolical works may fall, the picture of 
a couple in actual ;z2rant;! and of whom 
indeed he ought to have written with 
more reſpect, and lets of vicious levity. 
Page 1. © I with either my father or 
„ my mother, or inderd both of them, as 
„they were in duty both equally boun! 
« toit, had minded what they were about 
« when they begot me.” Here is plain 
matter of fact, without even the curtain's 
being drawn to veil it. What mult the 
modeſt peruſer think they were avout ? 
Not ſaying their pravers. O fie, what a 
naughty exordium for a Chritttan priett ! 
The next ſtep of all declared libertines, 


in order to give tull ſwing to their Jul - 
ful paſſions, and not be liable to their 


grating follower, Remorſe; is to eipoute 
the accurſed doctrine of Materialitin, 
which the author of TRISTRAN give- 
headlong into. T7 


B 2 Pr. 


F-.38 + 
P. 1. Not only the production of a 
* rational being was concerned in it, but 
% Df. uy the happy formation and tem- 
irc of his body, perhaps his gentus 
and 7he very caſt of hi; mind.” Thus in 
the very firſt paragraph of this perverſe 
work the ſtandard of copulation is erected, 
and the belief of the immortality of the 
ſoul kicked out of doors. A hopeful be- 
einning truly! 
It is an old ſaying, and a juſt one; 
Ne ſiatar ultra crepidam. 
Let not the cobler go beyond his laſt; 
if he ſhould, he will moſt certainly ex- 
poſe himſelf. Thus the ſuperficial meddiers 
in learning appear always fond of preſſing 
any art or ſcience (of which they may 
have an imperfect and ſmattering know- 
ledge) into whatever crude and incoherent 
production they are ſcrawling. As they 
raiſe the admiration of the ignorant and 
fooliſh; fo they excite the contempt and 
lauglit er of the learned and judicious, who 
can juſtly apply to them the expreſſion of 


2 F rench critic concern! re the great pro- 
toty pe 


L331 
totype for all ſuch variegated and patch'd 
work ſcribbling; Helas, Meſſieurs, le pau- 
pre diable a fourre dans ſon ouvrage tout ce 
qu'il ſavcit, fil en ſavoit d avantage, il I 
auroit mis: ©* Lack-a-day, Gentlemen, the 
„ poor devil has thruſt into his work all 
„ he knew; had he known more, he 
„ would have given it to you;” whether 
from heraldry, tactics, aſtronomy, or even 
the art of cookery, &c. | 

Our would-be multifarious author ex- 
_ poſes himſelf to the ſame charge in many 
of his unaccountable excurſions, as we have 
been informed by members of a club we 
belong to; in which there are men emi- 
nent in all the ſciences, and in the liberal 
as well as mechanic arts. Thus then he 
particularly expoſes himſelf, where he 
bunglingly wanders to the phyſiology of 
the generation of the human ſpecies. 

P. 2. There he advances, ** You have 
Hall, I dare fay, heard of the animal ſpi- 
rits, as bow they are transfuſed from 
« father to ſin, &c. &c.” Whoever has 
heard ſo, has heard a very great Error, 
bold Pfeudo-Theoriſt. 

The 
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The abſurd account of the activity and 
motion of the animal ſpirits, &c. muſt 
make a taſteful reader yawn, and throw 
the book out of his hand with contempt, 
when he thinks on the elegant and de- 
lightfully, as well as decently entertaining 
manner in which ſweet MaTT. PRIOR 
marſhais the animal ſpirits through every 
{tage of life, under the direction of his 
captain-general the foul, mounted on a 
war-horſe in the brain, to wit, Des CAR- 
TES's Pineal Gland. 

That admirable writer's Alma (whoſe 
merit conſiſts neither in groſs ribaldry, 
nor in being as unintelligible as devoid of 
all plan) can never be read a-new without 
affording freſh pleaſure, and a true feaſt 
for an ingenious mind. It never cloys; 
decies repetita placebit. Will Triſtram enjoy 
a like fate? Senſe, taſte, and morality, in 
deſpite of the high and low vulgar of its 
faſhionable partizans, forbid ! 

P. 3. Now comes his great ſtroke of 
Machiaveliſm, to knock up all order, &c. 
by bringing the works of our fraternity 
into diſgrace, as we ſhall hereafter make 


Out, 


l 

out, and which he begins in the following 
manner (infamy and ſhame attend him for 
it!): „Pray, my dear, quoth my mother, 
« have you not forgot to wind-up the clock ? 
+ —God G—! cried my father, making 
an exclamation, but taking care to mo- 
« derate his voice at the ſame time, di 
« ever woman ſince the creation of the world 
« interrupt a man with ſuch a jilly queſtion ?” 
Hardly indeed, if they had minded what they 
were about ; nor would he have replied. 

« Pray, what was your father ſaying ?-- 
« Nothing.” Why, for the obvious rea- 
ſon, becauſe according to our author, He 
was a doing Has ever civilized people 
been to affronted with ſuch a domeſtic 
ſcene of conſtupration? If authors be an- 
lwerable, as they certainly are, for the li- 
bidinous images which they excite in the 
minds of readers, how large muſt the au- 
thor of TRisTRAM's account be! 

P. 4. Moſt of what he ſays about the 
Imunculus is talſe and abſurd; beſides 
(heaven forgive the poor man's weak and 
obicene attempt!) Lewenbcect's ſyſtem of 
dnimatcula in ſerine humans hath long, long 


fince 


( 26 ] 

ſince been viewed in all the poſſible lights 
of drollery and ridicule, in the ſchools of 
phyſic of the different univerſities of Eu- 
rope, by ingenious ſtudents ; which ſub- 
ject ought to be confined ina or to the 
books of their art. 

But who could ever have imagined that 
a grave clergyman would attempt to foiſt 
what little (very little indeed) he knows 
of the matter into a romance; meant, as 
he inſinuates, to be a parlour-window 
book: which muſt conſequently occaſion 
many edifying enquiries and pleaſant mat- 
ters of debate among grown-up maſters 
and miſſes viſiting at each others houſes. 
Beſides, what low-lived and familiar ex- 
preſſions may not they have an opportu- 
nity of learning therein ? as for inſtance, 
p. 8, My mother, who was fitting by, 
© looked up, but the knew no more than 
her backfide what my father meant.” — 
Groſs, indelicate, and vulgar prieſt! The 
chief ſtudy of writers who pant for fame, 
is, or ought to be, to refine, poliſh, and 


ennoble; not to ſtain, ſully, and debaſe 
converſation. 


t. 


1 

P. 11. II returns from nothing of any 
conſequence to his favourite topic: © 1 
% was big in the night betwixt the firſt 
« Sunday and the firtt Monday in the 
« month of Marc! in the year ot our Lord 
% One thouland Seven hundred and Eigh- 
de teen,” — There is 1o frequent mention 
of begetting, and ſuch protrniſcs of mighty 
diſcoverics to be made; that, confidering 
the writer's vhilolophically-aftected indif- 
ference for things ſacred, it is ſtrange he 
has not calle hi; work; the Gens and 
Revelations of TRISTRAM, 
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men in every thing he did, whether it 
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which we had ſtanding upon the back- 
“ ſtairs head, with his own hands; and 
being ſomewhere between fi/ty and /ixty 
years of age, at the time I have been 
„ ſpeaking of, he had likewiſe brought 
ſome other /itt/e family concernments to 
the fame period, in order, as he would 
often ſay to iny uncle Tc, to get them 
all out of the way at ce time, and be 
no more plagued and peſtered with tor 
the reſt of the month.” 

So then to wind up the. clock on the 
firit Sunday of the month, was e matter 
ef buſineſs ; and his having gr aat al'y breng /! 
fome other family concernments {0 the fame 
friicd, was the matter of amiuſcnent—Well 
ſaid, worthy pioneer, good copulating 
Levite! he muſt return to his favourite 
entrenchments, although it were but once 
a month: Hin is better than never, 

Tuntus ar- et generandi grid. 
Ilaving diſpatched his father, he thus 
exhibits his mother to us, p. 13. From 
an unhappy aſſociation of ideas, which 
have no connection in nature, it fo fell 


ee. QUE 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


(01 
out at length that my poor mother 
could never hear the ſaid cc wound vp, 
but the thoughts of ſome other things 
unavoidably poppe d into her head, and vice 
verſa.” This is ringing the chimes in 


a very indecent manner on clock-winding 
and his mother's <vvce verſa. 


P. 14. Here follows a new ſpecimen of 


a doctrine to be introduced into the regit- 
try of all pocket-books of fathers of fami- 


cc 


cc 
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lies for the future: “ Now it pours by 


a memorandum in my tather's  pocket- 
book, which now lies upon the table, 
that on Ladv-day, which was on the 
Twenty-tuth of the tame month, I date 
my geniture,” 

He toon after adds an odd queſtion for 
lady; But pray, Sir, What was vour 
tather doing all December, Fanuary, and 
February #--- W hv, 8 — He Was 
all tht time atHifted with the S.. 


kit is, he coat do nothing all that 


' » Wor So '* 3 * ' = 
nine, not 10 much as wind up the clock. 
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Having ſo long floundered about the 
phlegmatic manner of the begetting him, 
and h's being aukwardly begot; in order 
to talk of his being (p. 65.) © brought 
« forth into this ſcurvy and diſaſtrous 
c world of ours,” fo he calls it, „on the 
« Fifth day of November 1718,” he ridi- 
culouſly ſtrays into aſtronomy to ſhew his 
learning, which he does moſt bunglingly, 


and with a thorough ditregard of common 


tenſe. Jt his friends plead in his behalf 


ton Cn, why in the name of Chriſtian 


charity let him pats uncenfurcd. But till 


then his unpardonable incoherence and ab- 
ſardities are a juit object for criticiſm in 


its feverity. 
P35. 1 with had been horn in the 


« Mcn, or in any of the plancts,”---his 


work fathciently explainctli his predilec- 
tion for the Moon---<* except in Jupiter 
„or Saturn, beczuſe I never could bear 
« Cold weather.” Ijad he been born there 
his conſtitution would have been adapted 
to the climate. But to-2 perſon tranſported 
from our W thither the cold indeed 
woud be intolerable. - It could not 


* Have 


1 


« have fared worſe with me in any of 
« them (though I will not anſwer for 
Venus) than it has in this vile dirty 

planct cf ours; which o' my conſcience, 
«© with revcrence be Mit Polen, f take to 
*© be made up of the ſhreds and clippings 
« of the reſt. - What ſtupid, rag-tair 
imagery here is! Let the preceding abuſe 
of the Earth be confronted with what im- 
mediately follows: * Not but the pla- 
e net is well enough.“ -Can a ſcurvy and 
diſaſtrous world, a vile dirty planct. made 


up of the ſhreds anl clippings ot the reſt, 


enk i 1 
be deemed notwiinianding well enough; 
O foc to con: 
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22 with me 35 and P- 19. 18 only keep your 
« temper.” His wild ſcampering about 
the midwife and hobby-horſes is ſtrange 
ſtuff. What can this out-of-the-way ex- 
preſſion mean, p. 26. ©& Like ſo many 
party- coloured devils aſtride a mort- 
«paper 

P. 27. My lord o' Nokes is introduced 
here abruptly upon the reader, nobody 
knows why or wherefore, in order to ad- 
dreſs to him a parody upon dedications, 
which hath been ſo often and ſo much 
better done; nay it is a matter of the 
meereſt common-plice. | 

In p. 31. is a poor flimſy alluſion to the 
ingenious Mr. Sperce's Scale of Beauty, as 
may be ſcen in his eſſav on that ſubcect. 
The author's candour in p. 32. is to be 
honoured: © The reſt I dedicate to the 
« Moon; wao, by-tne-bve, of all tlie 
*© matrons or patrons I can think of, has 
© moſt power to tet my book a-voing, 
e and make the world run mad after it.“ 
This is not a mal-a-propos compliment 
to his admirers. 


| 
| 
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P. 33. Candid and Mits Cunegund's af- 
tairs are too reſpectable for ſuch paltry 
things as TRISTRAM Ss to be admitted 
under the ſame protection. 

The ftrange account of the parſon and 
his horſe appeareth to be little better than 
a delirium: if any particular perſon be 
aimed at, it is a profound ſecret from us. 

T6 the ſimile in p. 41. that -briffc 
„ trotting and tlow argumentation-like 
s wir and judgment were two incompa- 
85 tible movements he might have added, 
like Pope 's poetry and Harburteu's critical 
remarks thercupon. At length, in p. 58. 
we are told the parſon', name is Nertes: 
why that name is chofen, unleſs to put 
him, and through him the whole clergy, 
uma ridiculous light, ve cannot tell. 

We all know that in the grave-digging 
ſcene in Hamlet mention is made by the 
voung prince ot one 251, a jeiter in! 
father's court, who uted to iet tle table in 
a roar. | 

P. 5z. How: flat and clumt His 
at modern travelling! to wit, I had jutt 
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e with RIr. N:ddy's eldeſt fon, whom in 
«Li 
„riding along at 1 prodigious rate, through 
+*+© molt parts of Furope ; and of which 
original journey performed by us two, 
cc 
«im the progreſs of this work, &c.” This 
topic hath been handled in fo mat erly a 
manner by many authors whom we might 
quote, that we opinc when maſter Triſtram 
comes to the execution part of it, he will 
not gain much by being put in competition 
yu them. but rather _r when he appears 
in all his native barrennet, and ſtaring bo- 
ert), of in Vo: tion. 
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We accedo to his aſſfertion 1), 


1 
tlie two extremes are more common and 
« 1m a grcater degree in this unſettled ifland, 


* 


« liere! ature, in her gifts and diſpofi— 


; * © : . 0 8 93 . 
c tions cf this pa is moſt whimiical 


1 ba te oo 

« and eapric:ous ; Fortune herſelf not being 

e more ſo in the . of 1 goods and 
77 - "Rr . , 

ec chattles than he. Nothing furcly was 


1 


© * /\ 4 v* 3 6 % Ins  *-* PEE * ! * 
Ever mote app. Fabien iin - THE 
preſent times, and (specially af Prem au- 
thor Shai | 


the year 174.1 1 accompanied as governor, 


a molt deleclable narrative will be given 


ts. * 


P. 55. Triſtram, if he meant it, has 
not miſ-typified himſelf and works; * an 
„ heteroclite creature in all his declen- 
* ſions— With all his fail poor Nich 
« carried not one ounce of ballaſt.“ --- 
Without the ballaſt of gocd Senſe, Judg- 
ment holding the helm, and Decency di- 
recting what courſe to iteer, all attempts 
at wit vr humour mutt prove ineffectual, 
though for a while they may excite an 
ideot gaze: yet ultimately they will expoſe 
ſuch adventurers to the ſlight and derifion 
of thoſe whom it would be a happinets and 


| honour to pleale. 


P. 57. What he Ecſcants upon Gravity i 13 


far from new, and therefore no way in- 


tereſting. It helps to eke out the two 
volumes, as do an hundred other ad ven- 
titious articles not naturally ariſing from tlie 
ſubject, and may therefore be called the 
ſuper- fœtations of a rantipole brain. 

P. 60, There may be humour and great 
pleaſantry concealed under © the mort- 
e gager and mortagee differ the one from 
* the other not more in length of pur/e, 
than the ger and jeſter do in that of 

D « me- 


% memory, &c.” but our dull knobs can- 
not reach it ; nor can we find any of thoſe 
who laugh ſo inconſiderately at this and 
many other equally brilliant ſtrokes, able 
to give us a reaſon why. Their applauſive 
acclaim is, Eo melius, xibil intelligo, O the 
charming book, although I do not under- 
ſtand it! it is ſo odd! and fo whimſical ! 
and fo out of the way! and fo abſurd ! 
and ſo all that—— 

Now the plain maxim of us grave ad- 
herents to common ſenſe, concerning au- 
thors who wrap themſelves up from the 
ken of our comprehenſion in rhapſodical 
obſcurity, is; Neu vis intelligi, nec ego intel- 
ligere, Author, fince thou doſt not chooſe 
to be underſtood, Iwill take no pains to 
underſtand thee. 

In conſequence of this declaration we 
are reſignedly prepared to be called heavy 
blockheads, vile taſtclets wretches, ſtupid 
dolts. They ſhould never read books of 
wit and humour.—Cruel ſentence ! How- 
ever, we can reliſh the works of Fielding, 
Swift, Le Sage, Cervantes, Lucian, &c. 
that is ſome comfort to us, 

5 The 
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The account of Yorick and his Exit, 
which ſtretches to p. 71, is well imagined 
and pathetically written, It has not a 
little contributed to provoke our indig- 
nation againſt the author, for miſpending 
his time on ridiculous and immoral baga- 
telles, who ſeems to be poſſeſſed of talents, 
that, properly employed, cannot fail of 
penetrating the heart. For, /i fic emma 
dixiſſet, if he had written all his book on a 
par with this, he would have found us 


among his warmeſt advocites, inſtead of 
being aſſailants. 


Though affected with the moving pic- 
ture of 2or:c&'s hard fate, we cannot help 
ſmiling at the funereal inſcription taken 

from Shakeſpear's hero; * Alas, paar B- 
rich!“ becauſe it ſeemeth to us, that it 
was for the ſake of introducing this dra- 
mMaitc epitaphi that the name of 15r:c+ has 
been employed inſtead of any other. 

By our laſt epichet let it not be thought 
that we allude to Sermons of the tame 
nature having been promiſed to us. It: 
having been omitted in the. Iote adverti:c- 
ments, &c. is ſome fign of grace and be- 
coming diffidence. 


1 

P. 71. He ſhamefully keeps up a belief 
of what as a Chriſtian clergyman, and 
what he plumes himſelf more for, as a 
bold philoſopher, he ought to diſcounte- 
nance; * Ten times a day has Vokick's 
* ghoſt the conſolation to hear his monu- 
* mental inſcription read over.” It is to- 
lerably inconſiſtent that the ſame writer, 
who at the very commencement of his 
werk impliedly declares againſt the im- 
mortality of the ſoul, ſhould now ſtart up 
an advocate for the exiſtence of ghoſts. 
To eradicate which idle notion, the parent 
of fo much contemptible fear, amongſt 
children and the vulgar herd, hath been 
long wiſhed by all rationaliſts, and people 
of the better ſort. 

Page ſev'nty-three and four mean ſome- 

thing. no doubt; A 

But we are fo dull we cannot find it out. 


P. 75. The author cruelly brings us 


back to an object we were glad to be rid 


of, and were in hopes of never hearing 
any ſarther mention. * It is ſo long ſince 
© the reader of this rhapſodical work has 
& been parted from the midwife, that it 
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( 29 ] 
„ is high time to mention her again.” 
All his readers of judgment and taſte would 
very freely excuſe him. 

The prolix detail about her, and about 
| her, is of the truly contemptible, beſides 
in ſeveral paſſages unintelligible, at leaſt 
to us; for example, p. 76. “ Her fame 
* had ſpread itſelf to the very out edge 
„ and circumference of that circle of im- 
* portance, of which kind every foul liv- 
ing, whether he hath a ſhirt to his back 
* or no, has one ſurrounding him; which 
% ſaid circle, by the way, whenever it is 
„ ſaid that ſuch a one is of great weight 
« and importance in the world, I defire 
% may be enlarged or contracted in your 
« worſhip's fancy“ (who his worſhip is we 
do not know, becauſe, if we remember 
right, he dedicated his work to a Lord— 
Ho! perhaps it is the reader) „ in a 
compound ratio of the ſtation, profeſ- 
© ſion, knowledge, abilities, height, and 
depth (meaning both ways) of the per- 
« ſonage brought before you.“ What con- 
futed jargon is here ! what an unmerciful 
jumble of words is employed to ſuffocate 
an embrio meaning ! 


( 30 } 

P. 79. Contains impotent and ſniveling 
ſchool-boy attempts at humour, P. 79. 
Although what he fays may agree with 
himſelf, heaven forbid it ſhould with other 8 
writers: Which ſhews plainly, that 
« when a man fits down to write a hiſ- 
* tory—though it be but the hiſtory of 

« Fack Hickathrift or Tom Thumb — he 

„ knows no more than his heels what 

« let and coniounded hindrances he is to 

c meet in his way; or what a dance he 

* may be led by one excurſion or an- | 

« Other, before all is over.“ Men of true 
genius take care to ruminate on and digeſt 

their work ſo well betore they ſet about 

writing it, that they are not liable to ſuch 
Will of-the-wiſp vagaries. To the end of | 
the chapter follows nothing more, than idle 
prittle-prattle ; thoſe who can be pleafed 
with it, may. 

The next chapter (which begins p. 82) 
drags in his mother's marriage- e 
in order to have an e lick at 
the Law on account of its tautologous 
prolixity, which has been ſo often done 
before in plays, ramances, &c. All play- 

going 


going people may recollect the lawyer in 
the Funeral, which has been ſo often acted 
this winter; as well as Latitat in the 
Engli man returned frem Paris; with an 
hundred other inſtances; therefore we ſhall 
take up none of our reader's time in com- 
menting thereon. | 

In p. 91, there is a vein of groſſneſs 
which we do not choote to derive into, 
or ſtain our paper withal. His ſneers in 
p. 99, mult alarm our men-midwives, and 
make them apprehend that the author of 
TRISTRAM is entered into an aſſociation 
with Mrs. Eligabeth Nibell, whoſe book 
againſt men-midwives hath, as is ru- 
moured, greatly piqued them. It muit 
be owned that Tri/tram deſerves an invi- 
tation-card from Nirs. Nibell, in order that 
they may concert matters together to cry 
down male practitioners, which he ſeems 
inclinable to by a!l his wild rambling on 
and from that ſubject. 

It by dint ot pecteverance our readers 
have followed Su,) to p. 129, let chem 
admire his new kind ef break, and the 
manner in Which he introduces the ſtory 
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of a Popiſh practice: How could you, 
% Madam, be fo inattentive in reading 
« the laſt chapter? I told you in it, har 
« my mother was a papiſi——Papiſt ! you 
* told me no ſuch thing— Ho! Madam, 
I beg leave to repeat it over again, that 
“] told you as plain, at leaſt, as words 
* by direct inference could tell you ſuch a 
« thing.” 

This puts us in mind of a gentleman, 
who having more memory than judgment, 
thus ſurprized the company he was in to 
an opportunity of diſburthening his mind. 
He ſtarted up, and with a face of amaze- 
ment cried, Pray, Gentlemen, have ye 
„heard a gun go off ? They all ſucceſ- 
fively replied in the negative: Why 
really (quoth he) it is very ſtrange that 
ye have not; but, Gentlemen, let that 
« paſs: I will tell you a good ſtory of a 
„% Gun.” And ſo off he fired it in the 
Triſtram ſtyle, to the great itkſomeneſs of 
the company. 


The (to us Proteſtants) ridiculous ſtory 


of Roman Catholics baptizing the child 
in an artincial manner in caſes of danger, 
18 


E331 


is defenſible according to their ſtrained te- 
nets. They look on baptiſm as abſolutely 
neceſſary to talvation ; that therefore a 
child in the womb, if practicable, is to 
be regenerated from fin by what they look 
upon as a facrament. If it be ridiculous 
and unneceſſary for mature children ready 
to come out of the womb; the folly of 
adminiſtring it to the new-born may with 
very little trouble be made to enſue, and 
furniſh matter of triumph to the Qua- 
kers, &c. | 

Many an article in moſt Chrittian ſects 
has but a ridiculous appearance to a philo- 
ſophic mind, tutored in other principles ; 
all which protetied libertines have been 
induſtrious to diſplay. Is it a prieſt's buſi- 
nets to draw the curtain aſide, and expoſe 
the weakneſs of his cauſe in one of its 
fundamentals? but Fundamentals he de- 


oy 
* 


-: 
What an obvious opportunity of ſeam- 


lights to deal in, right or wron 


pering Sandy has let eſcape; to wit, the 
giving a deſcription of the Lm; to which 
place, in the ſenſe of Popery, all children 
who dic without biptiſm are ſentenced. 
— i 
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P. 139. His ſtill beaſtly wallowing in 
the mire of this ſubject muſt give offence, 
not only to the clergy, but to the laity of 
all Chriſtian ſccts, who hold baptiſm in 
any eſtimation. 

« Triſiram begs to know, whether, af- 
« ter the ceremony of marriage, and before 
« that of conſummation, the baptizing all 
« the H[:munuculi at once, flap-dath, by vu- 
e feclian, would not be a thorter and ſafer 
Cut ſtill?“ 

To which of the parties is the medio 
to be applied? and before conſummation 
too! ere dullnets and obſcenity have a 
hard tug. According tv his doctrine in 
p. 2, already quoted by us, “ You have 
« all, I dare fay, heard of the animal 
« ſpirits, er b97o they are transfuſed from 
father to fon, &c.'—According to this 
paſlage one would be induced to think, 
that he had eſpouſed the hypotheſis whict: 
ſuppoſes the animalcula to be in the male 
ſee. . 

But according to his new propoſal, p. 140, 5 
he ſeems to adopt the opinion which ſays, 
that all the anmalcu/z arc complete in the 


OT 0U GT + 


1 


ovaria of the women. It is an improper 
ſubject to enter into any diſcuſſion upon 
in a pamphlet of this kind. —Before con- 
ſummatron! O thou caitiit, as bawdy as 
ignorant! 

How ſenſibly he continues !—* On con- 
„ dition, as above, that it the Femmuncul: 
« do well, and come fafe into the world 
after this, that each and every of them 
„ fſhall be baptized again, ſous condition :" 
this is to give us a ſpecimen of his know- 
ledge of the French, for an condition is uſed 
about two lines before —“ And provided 
« in the ſecond place that the thing can 
„ be done (which Mr. Andy apprehends 
« it may) par l myen dime petite canulle; 
« and /ans. faire aucun tort a le Pere; 
when he. learns Frerch better, he will 
write au Pere. This indefatigable blun- 
derer has not been aware that the con- 
tents of the w/out ſominales in the male 
(ex, and of the varia in the female, are 
out of the reach of any Infedian whatio- 
ever by the ſtructure of the parts. 

Such proceeding muſt excits ind 7na- 
tion in every ingenuous botom. This toul 
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paſſage too is a kind of plagiariſm, an imi- 
tation of what had been mentioned ſome 
years ago in the public papers of a neigh- 
bouring kingdom ; where a profligate cler- 
gyman of the Romith perſuaſion, having 
for his ſcandalous manner of living been 
excommunicated, he publiſhed an adver- 
tiſement, importing that on ſuch a day he 
went to all the bakers ſhops uſed by Ro- 
man Catholics, and pronounced the words 
of conſecration upon all the loaves thercin. 
He then queried whether the Romith pur- 
chaſers of them had not ſince been eating 
their God over and over, in , and cruſt, 
new and al-. However cenſurable we 
may think the doctrine of the Romaniſts, 
yet expreſſions fo groſs and diſreſpectful 
of the opinion of any body of people we 
are connected with, will ever be diſcoun- 
tenanced by perſons of a liberal and candid 
way of thinking. 

P. 146. Dinab's ſtory (the place it oc- 
cupies might be as well filled up with any 
ather) proves that the act of generation 15 
always uppermoſt in Tri/tram's thoughts-- 
Good churchman, deviate into decency for 

a while, 


ö 
a while, if poſſible, and leave procreants 
alone. There is no neceility for your ſo 
buſily interfering among them, unleſs you 
have a mind to be declared one of Mer- 
cury's prieits : for which order indeed 
Sbandy ſeems thoroughly qualified by the 
general tenor of his difſulute doctrine hi- 
therto, as well as by his modeſt hint, 
p- 159, © the argumentum tripodium is ne- 
ver uſed but by the woman againſt the 
« man; and the ar gum neum ad rem, con- 
„ trariwiſe, is made ule of by the man 
a only againſt the woman!“ 
P. 167. How he fondles his dearly-be- 
loved umbilicul point! P. 169. What a 
cleanly inſinuation is conveyed here; “ I 
am not ignorant that the Lalluus pre- 
„tend to a mathematical exactneſs in 
« their deſignations of one particular ſort 
« of character among them, from the 
« forte or pians of a certain wind-inſtru- 
« ment they ule, CC.” —0 filthy! as well 
as what follows. 

Here we for the protent take leave of 
his firſt volume, the remainder of his work 
being bencath all regular criticum. 


% Flow, 
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* How, bencath criticiſm! replied one 
of the brother clockmakers; what think 
you of the ſermon in the ſecond volume? 
Why, of the ſermon itſelf (rejoined the 
other) I think well enough, but won- 
der how the devil it came there.” What 
a ſtrange and unnatural ſuccefſion of ſenſe 
and ribaldry! An odd acquaintance of ours 
in a like manner is ever fond of moraliz- 
ing in brothels, and talking lewdly every 
where elſe. His higheſt joy is to whitper 
a bawdy joke in the church during the 
time of divine ſervice. 

Ned Paradox, who had liſtened demurely 
hitherto, and was moreover bleſſed with 
the happy knack of ditcovering in all tranſ- 
actions what no mortal beſides himſelf had 
ever dreamt of, thrice ſhook his head, and 
thus obſerved to the company : 

„ The ludicrous manner in which this 
ſermon is introduced, and many other pre- 
vious inftances, but too obviouſly Prove 
the deſign of this Antichriſtian author; 
which is to diſgrace, revile, and overthrow 
Our hol 
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His covert attacks againſt our preſent 
happy eſtabliſhment are glaringly evinced 
in his hobby-horſical doctrine. Every man 
(aſſerts the varlet) hath his hubby-horſe. 
The men now by excellence in this king- 
dom are the foldiery ; of the ſoldiery the 
moſt eminent arc undoubtedly the grena- 
diers. Therefore he inſinuates to us, that 
every man by excellence has his 76/5. 

borſc; flily alluding to the horte of Ha- 
nover upon our Englith grenadiers Caps. 
Here the cloven foot appears. 

His mention of King Wi//am, Namur, 
Land'n, Jaume Butler, and Corporal Trim, 
leave no room to doubt his vile intention. 
The fo much talk about fortification, mi- 
litary operations, &c. allude to that mon- 
arch's paſſion for arms. But the wound 
in the groin from the piece of a broken 
parapet, artfully points out to us, that al- 
though a great warrior, Millium was im- 


human ſpecies ; that therefore he felt no 


reluctance, but rather an alacrity to de- 
ſtroy What he could not beget. Which 
will ever be the catc with heroes in tlie 
{ſame dilemma. 


* 
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Thrice happy impotence, however, for 
theſe kingdoms, has been that of King 
William ! becauſe to it we owe the pre- 
tent illuſtrious F amily, which the inſolent 
Triſtram may ſncer at, and treat in as 


bobby-hor/ſical a manner as he pleaſes ; 


while every good man pants only for an 


opportunity of ſhewing his zeal in their 
behalt.”—Having ſpoke the laſt words in 
a folemn tone, and looked ſtedfaſtly round 
on the company, he ſtruck the table with 


his fiſt, and tat down. 


Harry Love-Glee, the wag of the club, 
who had much ado to refrain from a laugh 


during his brother Ned's profound ſpecu- 


lation, thus attempted to introduce mirth : 

« Why really, Gentlemen, I fear we 
look at, in too ferious a light, a man and 
his writings, that are only the cauſe of 


jollity in moſt other companies. 


Our manners and ſpeech at preſent are 
all be-Triftram'd. Nobody ſpeaks now 
but in the Senden ftyle. The modith 
phraſeology is all taken from him, and 
his equally intelligible imitators, eſpeci— 
ally in love affairs. The common and ap- 

proved 
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proved ſalute in % /ifo for a lover to his 
fair-one now 1s, „ My dear, if vou are 
e deſirous of being irflited ©, pray grant 
*« me the favour. of (9 mwnculating you. 

Copics of the Card: this whimſical au- 
th. receives are handed About for their 


originality, Ihc 4 re one which make; 
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ers. . preſents her compli- 
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ments to the Rd. De. Tutu, and prays 
„ 
« the honour Gf. his con 
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wh tor ul 1 M{tilitics lurking 111 the CGtered 
ay. She has moreover. a chem to 
propoſe, of. ung them 9 
„ nets to Catch the . cu,, in Order 
to make. curious experimncnts thercon; 


„ which, if the learned Du or ple 10 th, 
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3 s #** * yearneth violently for 
* the Doctors * , ſhe. fervently 
hopes he will not fail, but come and 
« exhibit to her the ſalint Angle.” 

All the company broke into a fit of 
laughter, except contemplative Ned Para 
dox, and the zcalous member who had taken 
the lead in this work: “ Why, Gentlemen 
(quoth the latter) this is very ill-tim'd 
pleafantry. Did you know but all, you 
have reafon to wail and weep inſtend of 


Lo 


gizoling; for this Tritram, as T have learned 
by letters from the country, 1s like to ruin 


our trade.” --At this they all looked grave. 


The directions I had for making feveral 
clocks for the country are countermanded ; 
ecauſe no modett lady now dares to men- 
tion a word about wwmdygy-up 2 el, with- 
out expoſing herſelf to the fly leers and 


jokes of the family, to her frequent con- 


fuſion. Nay, the common expreſſion of 
of ttrect-walkers is, “ Sir, will you have 


4 7 n Ee” # y ] 9 * 3 9 * * 
on clock WOUuna-uP : Alas; roputa- 


2 5 
ble, howry clocks, that have flourithed to! 
ages, are ordered to be taken down by 
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Nay, hitherto harmleſs watches are de- 
graded into agents of debauchery. If a 
gentleman wind up his watch in company, 
and look affectionately at any particular 
lady; that is as much as to fay that he 
prefers her to all the reſt, and is in love 
with her. If the wind up her's immedi- 
atcly after, and reciprocate ook of ſond- 
nets to him; it is as much @ to fay, on 
her tide, that ſhe approves his pathon.— 
That we thould live to tee the unhappy 
day, when ſober and well-regulated Clocks 
are: treated as the alarms: ut luſt! as vete- 
ran bawds! and jemmy watches dwindled 
into pimps! / Hh ci--T1+) 

All this hath been occalioned by that 


that 15 good. ts internal tcheme is to 
overturn church and ate. For clocks and 
watches being brought into contempt and 
dituſe, nobouy: will Kno how time ges, 
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the reign of that dreadful being ſo long 


foretold ; of which Syuanpy is the un- 


doubted fore-runner.—Ah, wofu! period 


for the ſons and daughters of Man ! 


Time's out of rule; no Clock is now wnnd-up : 
TrI5TRAM the {awd his Te Clock-making up. 


P. S. It has been ſome comfort to us in 
our deep affliction, to learn in the 
Londen Chronicle of Tueſday, Vi:y 6, 
1760, that Triſtram Sunil, hath been 
born in ſrelard, the realm of ſalavity ; 
and that O/d I'ngland is not guilty of 
the Birth of to fell a monſter. 


. . * © 9 o : * 2 1 
Dit fem far avertite Flemn ! 
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F Well as ot ſone other itkriking Ces; and can 
rience-caltiyzccount: ler the. "GULIETY of matter and 
ſtie - Betutcen jolt ande, we think it num 
bent on the auther, for the fake of himſelf and pa- 
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